The 14th Sunday after Pentecost | September 6, 2020
All are welcome at Grace Church, Merchantville.
Love God, Love Others, Change the World
Grace Episcopal Church
7 E. Maple Ave. Merchantville, NJ 08109 | Parish Phone: 856-665-4117
Parish Email: gracemerchantville@gmail.com
Fr. Bob’s Email: frbobgrace@gmail.com
Website: GraceChurchMerchantvilleNJ.org
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/GraceChurchMerchantville

Matthew 18:15-20
Sign 1: “With Jesus, we are a community.”
Sign 2: “With God, liberating the poor.”
Sign 3: “With Jesus, we fight for life.”
Jesus’s sign: “I AM WITH YOU.”
WELCOMING PRAYER:
All: Holy Spirit living within us, guide our hearts and minds as we welcome
today all those who worship with us. Give us open hearts so that everyone is
received in the spirit of your Love, and help us to see each person as an
individual sent by you who will enrich our lives. Most of all, O God, let this be a
place of love and acceptance of all your children; in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Grace Church Mission Statement:
We are a diverse community of faith that seeks to follow the way of Jesus Christ
by serving and worshipping God.

Grace Adapts
As we adapt for reopening, things will seem different,
but our desire to worship in the name of the Lord remains steadfast.
Grace Church family members, friends, and visitors will be welcome to attend and
worship in person or continue to attend and worship online via our Facebook page as
we will continue to stream services.
Should you choose to worship in person at Grace, the following will be required:
Wearing a mask
• Social distancing of no less than 6 feet
• Contact tracing
• Handwashing
• Following circulation patterns (where to walk, sit, stand, etc.)
• No congregational singing
• Offertory plate is on table at rear of church.
Parishioners and guests may place offering in the plate.
The plate will not be passed during the worship service.
• No books or hymnals, will be available to touch and/or share.
Because of this, we will provide all of the Holy Eucharist Rite II,
Scripture Readings, Prayers, and Hymns within the bulletin.
• Each person should take their own bulletin for their own use.
• All bulletins should be taken home with you, or placed directly into the
recycling containers located at the entrance/exit of the sanctuary.
Please do not leave any papers within the church pews.
•

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Ushers: 10 AM Rachel and Lee Adams
LEMS: 10 AM Valerie O’Reilly
Lectors: 10 AM Louis Cavaliere and Gwyn Hicks
Vestry Person in Charge: Kathy Witzig
Organist and Choir Director: Grete Ingalls
Officiant: Christina Crowthers
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10 a.m. Order of Worship
Prelude
Welcome and Introduction of Officiant:
Christina Crowthers, St. John’s, Maple Shade by Vestry In Charge

Please note: Worship hymns are included in the bulletin as a means to
increase the enjoyment of your personal worship. Please follow along with
the music in spirit, however, please do not sing aloud. We are making
everyone’s health and personal safety paramount in this time of Corona Virus.

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING HYMN:

“Joyful, Joyful”

Hymnal 376
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THE OPENING SENTENCES

The Book of Common Prayer, 355

Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People:

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE SONG OF PRAISE (Gloria)
Spoken
ALL:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Please be seated for the readings from Holy Scripture.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY & THE LESSONS
(Contemporary, Readings, and Psalm )
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant and All Congregation pray the Contemporary Collect on page 5 together.
(After each Reading, the Reader says, “The Word of the Lord.”
The People reply, “Thanks be to God.”)
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Please stand as you are able for the Sequence Hymn and Holy Gospel.
SEQUENCE HYMN:

“Christ is made the sure foundation”
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Hymnal 518

Please stand as you are able.
Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
(After the Gospel, the Officiant says, “The Gospel of the Lord.”
The People reply, “Praise to you, Lord Christ.”)
A REFLECTION - Louis Cavaliere
THE NICENE CREED

The Book of Common Prayer, 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Form III, The Book of Common Prayer, 387

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons; especially Justin our Archbishop,
Michael our Presiding Bishop; Chip our Bishop; Bob, our Rector, and in the
Diocesan cycle of prayer for the Rev. John Sosnowski.
That they may be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,
especially Donald, our President; the members of the United States Congress;
Philip our Governor; Ted our Mayor, and all those who serve in the military
and as first responders:
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; we pray
especially for anyone who may be impacted by natural disaster.
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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Leader:

Let us pray of our own needs and those of others, praying especially for:
all who continue to be involved in the work of safely reopening the church
building, all who serve in online and video ministry, healthcare workers, first
responders, funeral workers, all essential workers, small business owners, school
leaders, teachers, students, and their families, those who suffer from racism,
protesters, the police, the afraid, the angry, the confused, the weary,
the lonely, those who find ways to be happy in hard times, and the hopeful.
(The people may add their own petitions silently or aloud.)

Leader:

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; especially for
Cynthia Kehl, Don Hutchinson, Anthony Chiarulli, John Brouse, and all those
who are celebrating birthdays. We thank you also, Lord, for all those who are
celebrating anniversaries.

Leader:

We pray for those who travel, especially remembering: Fredrick Martin, III,
Robert St. John, and Brendan Vickery, who travel for military service,
Father Bob and Cathy, Jackie and Nick, and anyone else who may be traveling
for service, work, or pleasure.

Leader:

We pray for the sick, especially remembering: Jack, Scott, Julia, Brooke, Jackie,
Jake, Richard, Sonny, Jim, Peggy, Larry, Terrilynn, Jimmy, David T. Sr., Bob,
Armani, and Rich.

Leader:

We remember Richard and all those who have died, remembering especially,
Tony Meraviglia. The Altar Flowers have been lovingly given by
Dana Meraviglia in memory of Tony and in honor of their twelfth wedding
anniversary.

Officiant: Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and
love, for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better
things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People:

Amen.
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THE PEACE

Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:

And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vestry Person in Charge

The offertory plate is on table at rear of church.
In consideration of everyone’s safety, the plate will not be passed
during the worship service.
Parishioners and guests may place offering in the plate.

Please kneel as you are able for the Prayers.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Officiant:
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and
thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we
await your coming in glory. Since some cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your
Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and
strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you.
May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.
ALL:

Amen.

PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Officiant: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-loved Son that when
two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now,
O Lord, our desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world come life everlasting.
ALL:

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE GRACE
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all evermore.
All:

Amen.

THE CLOSING PRAYER
Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church,
and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN:

“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”

Hymnal 711

THE DISMISSAL
Officiant:
People:

Go in Peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude
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Grace Merchantville
Announcements for Sunday, September 6, 2020
UPDATE AND LOOK AHEAD
Welcome guest officiant Ms. Christina Crowthers and any other members
visiting from St. John’s Maple Shade! We are happy to have our brothers and
sisters in Christ from St. John’s worshipping with us.
Sunday School and Homecoming Sunday kick off may be post-phoned. We
apologize for any inconvenience, but we thank you for understanding that we are
working through unprecedented times. Please stay tuned for updates. If you have
questions about Sunday School, please see Anna Hopkins at the 10 am service or
email her at annahopkins.gracechurch@gmail.com.
Anyone seeking to become a member of Grace Church may see the Vestry in
Charge member on Sunday or contact the parish office during the week.
Memorials and Thanksflowers! Remember a loved one or give thanks. Donate
in any of three ways: beautiful fresh Flowers for a Sunday Eucharist; or Wine and
Wafers for a month of Sunday Eucharists; or Light that Shines on our beautiful
building for all who pass by at night. Requested donation is $40 for each.
Please contact Phyllis Mroz, 856-906-8596.
Can you help with Grace online and video ministry? Faith required, technical
skills optional. If you can take a cell phone photo, you can do this. Please email
Amy: amykranick87@gmail.com, or see a Vestry person in charge or the Rector
on Sunday.
Specific needs right now:
•
Video helpers for Sundays
•
1 or more Compline Substitutes for weekdays

Our Food Pantry feeds the hungry, Wednesdays 12—2 pm. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact the church office at
gracemerchantville@gmail.com or (856) 665-4117
The Rector will be on vacation 8/30 and 9/6.
Worship will be led by a team of lay leaders. For Pastoral Emergencies, contact:
Kathy Witzig, Senior Warden, 609-605-3512, klene1946@yahoo.com or
Eve Hartshaw, Junior Warden, 609-868-2702, ehartshaw1@verizon.net
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Announcements Continued
for Sunday, September 6, 2020
REOPENING NEWS
Masks, social distancing, and contact tracing required.
We will have 1 weekly service at 10 AM through the summer.
Online worship continues. Sundays, 8 AM Eucharist Rite I and Tuesdays, 4 PM
Healing Service will resume mid-September. Come back when you are ready.
Online Compline via Facebook continues weekdays at 7:30 PM.
Home visits are available. Contact the Vestry Person in Charge or the Rector at
Sunday worship, or contact the parish office during the week
gracemerchantville@gmail.com or (856) 665-4117.
All church related events (Homecoming Sunday, Annual Tea, Annual Fall Fair,
etc.) are currently in discussion with a committee. Events will likely look
different from what we have done in the past, if we are able to have them.
Updated information will be available and communicated soon.
The building is open. The Church is open. Amen.
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